





INNOVATION

A laptop to

change the world

“l believe
that every
child on the
planet should
be schooled
at least to
primary
level”

NICHOLAS NEGROPONTE is a man with a dream.
Unlike many people, he’s setting about making it a
reality. His dream is to revolutionise education for the
50 per cent of children in the world who currently
receive no formal education — and he is aiming to do
this by developing a low-cost, environmentally friendly
laptop to be provided free to these children.

Nicholas is a self-proclaimed ‘futurist’, one of a
generation of thinkers at the prestigious Massachussets
Institute of Technology whose work and ideas
profoundly influenced the world of computing and
the internet during its development. He explained to
the Parliament and the Internet Conference how he
has now turned his attention to educating the world:
‘The most important thing in the world is education
and I believe that every child on the planet should be
schooled at least to primary level.’

Over 40 years ago, MI'T’s ground-breaking theorists
observed that children learn well using programming-
type skills, theories which have been tested around
the world and which have resulted in a revolutionary
laptop with open source software, solar or clockwork
power, which is robust and attractive to children and
can link to other laptops nearby.

Now, the One Laptop Per Child (OLPC) project is
getting off the ground, planning to manufacture 100
million units by 2009 and to deliver them directly
into the hands of the world’s most disadvantaged
children. “It’s all about scale, scale, scale,” Nicholas
told the conference. ‘Being global is crucial.’

Nicholas Negroponte is now travelling the world

Nicholas Negroponte

to spread the word about the project and seek sponsors.
So far, many developing countries have expressed
interest but Nicholas has found that they are less
forthcoming with the $100 for each unit. Among
developed countries, Italy has promised to provide
laptops for Ethiopia, and in the US, a buy one, give
one free offer started in November. Since the
conference, Uruguay has become the first country to
buy laptops for all 6-12 year olds - 100,000 machines.

Derek Wyatt, Co-Chair of the ApComms, is
seeking more information about how the UK can get
involved. %

Find out more at www.olpc.com

Roger Darlington, member of Ofcom’s consumer panel, members of the CMA and Chris Mole MP try out the $100 laptop,
which was an instant hit with the audience
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